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professional soldiers who might be named. The
valley was supposed to be in great danger since
its village of Gnadenhiitten had been burned and
its people massacred. The Moravians, like the
Quakers, had suddenly found that they were not
as much opposed to war as they had supposed.
They had obtained arms and ammunition from
New York and had built stockades, and Franklin
was glad to find them so well prepared when he
arrived. He built small forts in different parts
of the valley, acted entirely on the defensive, and
no doubt checked the raids of the Indians at that
point. They seem to have been watching him
from the hilltops all the time, and any rashness on
his part would probably have brought disaster upon
him. After his force had been withdrawn, the In-
dians again attacked and burned Gnadenhiitten.

The chain of forts, at first seventeen, afterwards
increased to fifty, built by the Assembly on the
Pennsylvania frontier was a good plan so far as
it went, but it was merely defensive and by no
means completely defensive, since Indian raiding
parties could pass between the forts. They served
chiefly as refuges for neighboring settlers. The
colonial troops or militia, after manning the fifty
forts and sending their quota to the operations